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AFFLECK:

A Family Biography of

Toledods Yachting Leaders

When examining the Affleck family and their contributioriefense of Washington D.C. Adjutant Affleck would end up
to Lake Erie boating, we are really only discussing two iifdservice for much longer than 100 days, however, as his

viduals, a father and son combination whose gifts and ef@ig§" as a S(I)Idfi_er tQOKhPii”fU”y unexpected turgs. hT'heh
spanned three quarters of the twentieth century. EdwarcHﬂ OV would find itself thrown into combat at the height

_ _ of summer 1864 under Union General George Crook and
Affleck (18421911) and the youngest of his four childrenyshed into the defense of the Shenandoah Valley in Virgin-

also Edward T. Affleck (187977). Both would lead stu- ja. Edward was surrounded by the enemy and captured at
pendously adventurous lives and be well connected wittthe Second Battle of Kernstown on July 24, 1864, one of the

some of Americads | eadi n gewingmbpersofthe170VIto not make it back to camp
in Winchester

A Sol dierds Life The young Adjutant was deliv-

Though their work in the promotion of yachting, yacht rac ered to the Confederate pris-
ing, and community building seemingly begins when the ' on for officers, Camp Sor-
family arrives in Toledo, Ohio at the start of the last centu ghum in Columbia, South

their lives had already been a complete and entertaining Carolina. That area became
ry. Edward Tullibardine Affleck Sr. was born in Belmont threatened in early 1865 as
County Ohio, southwest of Pittsburgh just beyond the Oh Union General William T.
River. At the age of 20, as the American Civil War raged, Shermands forces
Edward joined the Federal Army as his Ohio Militia Battal into the Carolinas as they tore
ion was unexpectedly activated for national service. The | out the underbelly of the rebel
ily had already lost an older brother, Howard, who was arkpi K / Syddne Ly Stateshawngalready Marched
wounded at Shiloh in 1862 and passed away at home a & vxxs1isaonz 2 isosooxi@the-Sea. Affleck was trans

month after the battle. Edward was given the rank of Adjuferred first to Camp Asylum (the state mental hospital in

tant in the 1700hio Volunteer Infantry. The unitmus-  columbia) than northward to North Carolina and finally
tered in early May of 1864 as H#y volunteerr the to Richmond, the Confederate capital itself in March.
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These were the waning and skeletal days of the COﬂfEderananizaﬂon would develop brick, cement, and coal

just one month prior to the surrender, when everything fromproperties and acquire control of 2,500 acres of land in
infrastructure, government, and human resolve were break-jackson Co. Ohio. Then within a few short months the

ing down. One cannot imagine the pained and hungry life | ucas County Saving Bank would name E.T. Affleck Sr.

of a prisonenf-war trapped within a weavaged society, as a Vice President in January 1904. From there the ac-
itself starving and on the boundaries of existence. Edward colades and titles would continue. 1906 saw Edward

Affleck was at last exchanged into the hands of the United named Director of the Security Savings Bank and Trust

States Army on March 10, 1865, and moved into recovery ato. and in 1907 he was listed there again as well as di-

Camp Parole Marylandhe was very likely emaciated and  rector of the Continental Trust and Savings Bank
in need of medical care but had survived the horrific ordeal

of war.

According to his pension application, Edward moved him- Big Boom in Yachting Circles Surely

self to Columbus, Ohio in 1868 where he found work as a
clerk for the railroaddand married Laura Walkup in 1871
Together they would have four children, and as mentioned
above, their youngest being Ed Jr., born in 1879. Through-
out these years Edward Sr. must have acquired a knowleddg®&o read the headlines in the Toledo News Bee for June

of the coal industry and developed a keen business sense as 1902. The city was indeed on the starting line for a
he rose year after year to be a principal coal and coke agenj o new era in pleasure yachting and competitive sail

for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad in Columbubkle . dit 0 v due to the tirel K of
would be quite a wealthy man when arriving later in Toledo"@ciNg and itwas all largely due to the ireless work o

and heavily involved in a great number of lucrative enterprigne man, Noah Bowlus, an oil man and then Commo-

es. dore of the Toledo Yacht Club. Bowlus wanted Toledo
to rival other great yachting communities like Chicago,

Like his father, Edward Jr. would be called upon to serve hipetroit, and the cities of the Northeast Atlantic coast.

nation during a time of armed conflict. War was declared

with Spain on April 25 18 goéedo hadnsrglor l%1ut\/\i/tatljid rcljotohgve tlpenir?teﬁrestgffthe
Volunteers would be activated for service two weeks later. Wealthy Who couldown and equip the large, sleek racers

He would serve as a Sergeant in Battery H of the First Bat-that could generate public spectacle for this royal sport.
talion Ohio Volunteer Light ArtilletyThis battalion, re- Plus, the Toledo Yacht Club was interested in erecting a
cruited all over Ohio, would not see combat action and new grand club house overlooking the Maumee Bay and

would not leave the continental United States. But they Bowlus needed investors. He was known for regularly

were still seen as active troops contributing to the war effort_, . : . . . L
and afforded veteran status. They were mustered out in lat aking city business leaders on river cruises in his naph-
October 1898 tha launchDe/ta From downtown they sped to Point

Place where he bought his passengers fresh fish dinners.
With the younger Affleck now returned to the home front, He was also known, rather deviously, to regularly call
the first reference found to the family moving up to the westewspaper outlets to ask for the results of the local small

ern end of Lake Erie comes with the incorporation of the ) reqattas. knowina there were none reported. These
Affleck Coal Company in September 1899, headquartered g ' wing W P '

Coming for Toledo

in Toledo, Ohio with Edward T. Affleck Sr. as president. CcOontinual inquiries inflat
This would be a wholesale coal dealership delivering to CafPere was demand for this sort of news and they began
ada and Michigan. No d o u b reguRdcalumnsiwiish inkunnaenkratet! grteresd mong h

rail industry was a great benefit to cost effective delivery anghe citizenry. Though at first Bowlus limited his circle to
now had use of the lake borne commerce as well. Edward oil men like himself, somewhere along the line he must

Jr. served as the companyo S retar. fﬂ bookkeeper
famil yds prospects continuﬁaaesﬁa%enge\n%w%g‘ig‘]éCkentering t
ment business. In the fall of 1903, they would organize The

Southern Ohio Portland Cement Company, again with E.T.
Affleck Sr. as President and Edward Jr. as an bffibés
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The Afflecks joined the TYC in 1901 when the club met at
the Calvin Building at the corner of Summit and Cherry
Streets and the boats used the anchorage at Riverside Boat
House at the park down river. Though he grew up in land
locked Columbus, Ohio, Edward Jr. had first learned to \
sail at age 13 on family vacations to Whitmore Lake in 3
Michigart. And now the family would purchase thddi
sloop Ethelwith a regular rotating crew of about six local

sailors. Unfortunately, th yf t he
interaction with the vessel would come that fall aSrtie#

was an early victim to an outbreak of river piracy that swept

the city and lake shore in 190IThen the following

spring, the gasoline engine vl t en

ploded and burned the little runabout to the watgut E.

T. Affleck Sr., and his money, was still fully committed to
the new lifestyle as on April 27, 1902, a new, large, and
beautifully guilt silver cup trophy arrived in Toledihe
Affleck Cup was the first of three that would arrive in the
city that spring along with the Myers Cup and the Bowlus
Cup®. The trophies would serve as grand prizes for the
entire season of regattas from Memorial Day through La-
bor Day on Western Lake Erie. Displaying the trio in the
storefront window of a noted downtown jeweler would in-
crease excitement in the publicés “Vé and increase a
ness of the blossoming sport. The Affleck Cup would go to Toledo Lucas Gounty Publc Library

the TYC boat in the 35, 40, and 45 foot class that accumu-

lated the most points over the summer. ‘Hikevould

perform well that season with Edward Jr. at the helm takin

First Place in the final regatta that September at the Mon-On October 10, 1903, E.T. Affleck was elevated to Com-
roe Piers. But ultimately the Affleck Cup would go to Joe modore in one of the first meetings held in the newly

Taylor aboard the speedy yawl Jaunita, a famed member 6¢fMpleted clubhouse. Edward Jr. would serve as the fleet
the fleet that would make headlines for years. captain for that term. J.M. Skinner would serve as his

Rear Commodore, a man who would come to be a stal-

; in future developments on western Lake Erie.
On September 30, 1902, Edward Affleck Sr. was nominatWart partner in .
ed as Rear Commodore of Toledo Yacht Club behind No-At once theEthebecame the flagship f(.)r the fleet after
another year of respectable presence in the races. Affleck

ah Bowlus ret_urning fora_second consecutive term. It Wag a4 also added the naphtha lautecdo his personal

a crucial time for [ eader sficfonbfessk ﬁhthaciéjaq‘ 1QiPrefifel © fel T Y
new southern colonial clubhouse was due to open the fo"place steam engines for personal use in low horsepower
lowing year. Of the nomination the Toledo News Bee  external combustion engines.) T#eivas built in 1875
would write that Affl eck dnvarSey Gity, NFSemhad a edy® bt €he water lifelbf45 a
of influential men of business into the yachting world in  feet and a beam of 14. She was described along with a

this city has done much for the good of the royal sport,and r awi ng of her at the openi
as an enthusiastic yachtsman and solid businessman Mr. Ethel, a firstlass sloop, is not a racing machine by an
Affleck will do much to give the sport dignity and solidari- means, but is the most commodious cruiser in the fleet,

t y°Thé years ahead would be busy for thgez8old barring, per H@he®yrtataisarefrur i t
Civil War veteran considering his aforementioned businesg n¢ce t o Com. S. O. Richarso

pursuits as well as the bursting yacht world centered arouhg? 9t he senior Affleckds te
Toledods new Bayview Park Yacht Club would narrowly escape disaster as the new

clubhouse caught fire in March of 1904. Commodore
Affleck showered local firemen with praise for their fine
work in containing the blaze and saving the hard labor of
so many sailors and construction workers.
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The first Toledo Yacht Club at Bayview Park 1903 -08/ 6 @R HS @OOD@QDC CTQHMF BNLLNCNQD @EEKDBJ!

The structure was later destroyed by fire February 1907

On Christmas Eve of 1903, just two and a half months into his term, Commodore Affleck secured the purchase of a n
flagship, théfussar / She was built in 1900 by G.W. Neeley in Philadelphia. At 70 ft. she was too large to traverse the
Erie Canal and would have to be sailed up the New England coast to the mouth of the St. Lawerance than all the way
upriver to the Welland Canal. Edward Jr. and his older brother Howard departed for the East Coast in early spring to
make the delivery. Departing on April 15, 1904, the voyage would take two months encountering snow and ice in mo:
harbors they toured. Light and adverse winds slowed their progress and three of the Toledoans on board as crew ne
to return from Boston by rail. Bostonians would be recruited for the remainder of the voyage which lay over at Halifa
for a week as a new storm stay sail was sowrt/uBisar /fpossessed an early auxiliary gasoline engine (a rare and elite
feature) that boasted 15 horsepower and could drive her tonnage to 6mph. Her dramatic yaw! rigging could push her
12.5 knot s. Her waterline Il ength was 50 ft with an
were nine berths on board. The mahogany interior was finished with white enamel and gold alongside silk draperies.
Reporters described her as a vessel to rival the Sigma, a huge 135 foot, three masted steam yacht built by Craig Shi
ing- She would not only survive her |l ong cruise to La
at the ILYA regatta that summer at FoiBay. Coincidentally his father would be elected Vice Commodoteydf |

that year despite his duties leading the Toledo Yacht.Cllialduly 1904, th&theivas sold to Dwight H. Goodwin of

the Maumee River Yacht Club who began an extendivddeThe Ethefvould go on to compete in the very first run-

ning of the Mills Trophy Race in 1907.

Undaunted and in no way slowed by his term as Commodore, the senior Affleck continued strides of leadership for th
Lake Erie boating community. In the Spring of 1905, he, along with Commodore J.M. Skinner, would officially found
The Toledo Power Boat Club. This new action returned Affleck to his yachting origins at Riverside Park Boat House
where the new club operated and miaoovas dne of theirifinst fleetalergye | s
wi th Ski nner &astlessvhich was desgribdd asuonecohthe finest on the lake and had already been the
flagship at Monroe Boat CItabNith so much grand attention at last paid to sailing prowess, the Toledo Power Boat
Club was designed to now promote the newer mode of lake travel and teach newcomers the complex nature of early
gines and inspire innovation. Opportunities would abound for Toledo boat and engine builderBhaik&BC

would operate for two years at Riverside Park before moving into new accommodations alongside TYC at Bayview P
in 1907. (TPBC is the predecessor of the current Bay View Yacht Club of Toledo) There, the growing membership
would built the first powered marine rail line for boat launching and removal on the Gréeat Lakes
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A poor quality image, but perhaps the oldest known photograph of the Toledo Power Boat Club at Bayview Park 1
circa 1912. Club founded by E.T. Affleck in 1905. Photo in the possession of the author.

To celebrate the Toledo Power Boat Club moving into new accommaodations, the senior Affleck would commission a
huge new cabin cruiser from plans created by Small Brothers:fekt B0th a 25 horsepower, 4 cylinder ralaco engine it
would be the largest pleasure boat in the Point Place harbor though there were plans to cruise the vessel to Florida th
bulk of the following year

The Hussar bounced on, up and over the gaining seas,
The Great Race of 1909 overpowered with too much canvas, all stays and shackles

The Hussar /Avould be one of six sailing vessels to Com_stressed. Spme crew wanted to putin at West Sister. Af-
pete in the longlistance race of the TYC regatta in Augusﬂeck knowing the boat would best be repaired and looked
of 1909, a race for the Mills Trophy now two years old. after in her home port decided to push the njiearold

The event would be renown for the great storm that was racer and continue the last leg which returned to the Tole-
blowing out of the Northeast that night and so strong all s Harbor Light- the crew bailing furiously.

boats would be causalities facing some level of heavy dam-

aged none more so than the big Hussar. Newspapers at thffleck and the crew of Hussar crossed the finish line first
time referred to the weather as a gale, but there are no aat 2:52am, a remarkable speed. Only under way for 8
curate reports of actual wind speed. The boats began inhours and 29 minutes it was a record that would stand un-
close proximity as the starting gun fired at 6:23pm in an matched for nearly 30 years. Despite slogging low in the
aggressive sqdallAlmost immediately the Hussar lost herwater, half foundered, and fighting into enormous seas on
jib as well as time in getting it replaced. What little light wgs final leg, Hussar had maintained 7.7 knots as an aver-

\r/]isibleli/ln t(i;e terrific storm faded as thhe s(;m kset with;n aC? age cruising speed. Slowly as the early morning hours gave
our. Modern eyes cannot imagine the darkness of a Gr. to August daylight, all boats returned, limping in one

Lake in the first decade of the twentieth century with Virtufbrm or another. The Mills Trophy would go to Detroit

ally no electric light on shore to act as reference and the ) :
dead reckoning skills of a skipper intimately crucial. Theaboard theAgawawhich had sustained the least damage,

difficulties began on the long second leg from the Bar Poffftly Parted sheets. She would win on time allowance. But
light off Amherstburg with the soaring wind on a broad TYC would be proud of the standing record in the face of
reach and visibility limited. Th@eneseef Detroit had such memorable weather.

her mainsail ripped to ribbons and the crew tried to rig a
oOl-®engutt ond s aiElsiehtddbrokesthedasvr a g e
of her gaff and returned with only staysails. Adretana

turned her engines on having lost both back stays and ab-
sorbing damage to her steering gear. Ed Affleck Jr. at the
helm of theHussamvas far ahead of all in the bigfG6ter.

A sudden great gust broke the cast iron shoe to which the
mainmast was stepped. This allowed the base of the mas-
sive spar to shift. The base pressed against the planking
and opened a seam to the lake. The Hussar was quickly
filling with watét As they neared West Sister Island, crew
remarked the cabin and berths taking on water. Of the 18
crew members, 14 were set to bailing or working manual
bilge pumps. There were few if any to trim or reef the salils. Hussarllin1906  * HL @FD EQNL ENQD®%M%@ES
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The Later Years

By 1910 Edward Affleck Jr. would own Red Feather

the 50foot power boat. He would often tow the smaller
regatta boats to their starting ports, be it Detroit or others
on Western Lake Erie. His father, Commodore Edward
Affleck Sr. would die in early 1911 and go to rest beside his
wife Laura in Woodlawn Cemetery, Toledo. She had pre-
ceded him in death five years before. History does not
recall if she ever enjoyed the move to Northwest Ohio or
the yachting life on the big lake. Edward Jr. would sell his
father 6s f armosgas/infl9latg a Ghicage t |
boater, Charley Thorne who had no doubt seen the elegant
craft for the Mackinac Race each of the last siX'years

Edward Jr. would apparently remain a bachelor until he

was 35. In 1914 he married+32arold divorcee Agnes
Kimball, a rather famous singer and recording artist from
New York. Agnes sang for The Victor Herbert Orchestra
(composer oBabes in Toylar)sand made the first record-
ings ofMadame Butterfithe new opera by Giacomo Puc-
cin®. Agnes Kimball was a firate celebrity at the height

of her stardom with releases on all the major recording
labels of the age; a fitting match for the wealthy yachtsman,
a prince of the |l akes. Some
cordings can still be widely heard on youtube and the web-
site for the Discography of American Historical Recordings
Victor Matrix B. Her voice was robust and powerful but Miss Agnes Kimball,
floated sweetly and childe when required. Agnes Agnes Kimball on tour in 1912
brought a daughter, Eloise, to Toledo and Agnes and Ed-
ward would give birth to a new daughter, Laura, in 1915,
though she would shortly join her grandparents in Wood-
lawn Cemetery. Despite sharing new and comfortable agaced theRed Feathen the power boat competitions and
commodations in Tol edods demaddasaNege brcdmmitee ménther forsneahyeall thee |
would die in 1918 after a tweek bout with food poison- regattas of the new AYC and the establish&thl He

ing contracted over the Christmas holiday. No one woulgyould retire from the Authite company in 1926 at the

know what motivated her to give up a life of celebrity andhge of 47. Edward upgraded to fed Feather th 1928,
move to Toledo, perhaps it was genuine love. Edward losis last yacht purchdse
a wife and the world lost a remarkable songbird.

oOp musi

Photo printed in Pittsburgh Gazette

During an extended cruise to the north Georgian Bay, Ed-
Now a widower, Edward rose and took his place in the ward would marry Lillian Ridley Spencer in August 1929 at
leadership of Toledo, serving as the Vice President of th&ittle Current in Ontario. Lillian herself was a widow from

Electric AuteLite Company alongside founder C.O. Chicago two years his junior. Lillian would bring yet anoth-

Miniger. And he took command of the Toledo Yacht Clutff daughter to the family, Isabelle Spenser. Now at age 50,
. . Edward had already returned to the workforce with another
as commodore in 1922 and 1923During these years he

Toledo giant, the Willy®verland Company.
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Well into middle age, the new family began enjoying the
society life. They were nearly constant fixtures at all the
race committee balls, dinners, and celebrations about the
lake. Edward would sell the beautied Feather th
1936°. Throughout the middle of the twentieth century
Commodore Affleck would either race in, or work as judge
or committee member for nearly every Mills Trophy Race
The splendid Affleck Bowl, perhaps one of the most easil
recognized trophies, was purchased by the family, and is
given to the best finish for a yawl or ketch in the annual
competition. No doubt a nod to the early and golden days
of yacht racing on the Great Lakes and the magical work ¢
Hussar I{ herself a yawl, in the biggest contests of the ag
The Affleck Bowl is still proudly on display today at the
Toledo Yacht Club.

The club would honor Com. E.T. Affleck Jr. in 1968 as the
oldest living commodore at age 89. His life membership
with the organization, purchased after the great fire of 190
still honored. Edward Jr. would live to the remarkable age
of 98, passing in late 1977. He was the last living veteran of
the SpanisthAmerican War from Ohi&. He would take his
place in the family plot at Woodlawn Cemetery, now no
longer the outskirts of a growing city but choked into its
dense center. There he joined his two older siblings, his
mother and father, his first wife and their infant daughter.
Lillian R. Affleck would also be lotiged, from her birth in
1887 to her death in 1982 at age 95. She also rests with the
family. It is the hope of this article that memory, attention,
honor, and gratitude be paid to an American family that
gave so much to the history, development, and sustainment
of the Great Lakes as a pleasurable resource we inherit.

The Affleck Bowl

Still an active trophy awarded to a yawl or ketch

Mills Trophy Race

The Western Lake Erie Historical Society
needs your help, your voice, your talents,
and energy.

Please contact usvalehsinfo@gmail.com
for news, membership, and community.
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